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miles to muster 20,000 men and lead them against
Soubise.

It seemed at first as though the King did wrong
to trust in fortune. On August 30, 1757, the army
of Ost-Preussen was vanquished by the Russians at
Gross-Jagersdorf. Frederick, however, kept on his
way. In the middle of September he reached the
scene of action, only to suffer from the caution of
Soubise a month of the same torture that Prince
Charles had inflicted in Lusatia. Then he was sud-
denly called upon to hurry a hundred miles towards
the north-east to drive the Austrians from his capital.
In his absence Prince Charles had moved eastwards
into Silesia and his rearguard of light cavalry, 15,000
strong, seized a favourable moment for a foray on
Berlin. They exacted a ransom of 200,000 thalers
from the town, and then made off by forced marches.
Frederick, who feared an invasion in force, was
greatly relieved at the news, which reached him on
October i8th. Next day, despairing of bringing the
French to book, he informed Prince Maurice that it
was time to think of chasing the Austrians from
Silesia, but on the 23rd he sent him word that Sou-
bise was after all leaving the hills and marching
straight for Leipzig.

" Here very much is altered in a day/' he added
with his own hand. It was in fact the turning-point
of the most marvellous and chequered year of Fred-
erick's life. Full of hope, he ordered a concen-
tration between his own command and those of
Ferdinand, Keith, and Maurice. The sum-total was
not great, but the quality and temper of the troops